
FOCUS ON
THE OUSEBURN
Using an Evidence and Measures 
Approach to taking the P out of the river

For the past year, a number of partners have been working together to identify the main causes of high 
phosphate (P) levels in the Ouseburn. Actions have now been identifi ed. We need your commitment and 
support to put them in place.

IMPORTANCE OF THE OUSEBURN

The Ouseburn is a major tributary of the River Tyne. Its 
catchment area covers large areas of urban Newcastle and 
North Tyneside. The river and its tributaries provide many 
ecosystem services, including surface water drainage and 
recreational opportunities, to a population of 166,000 people 
in 70,000 households.

ISSUES

• The Ouseburn currently fails to meet EU Water Framework
Directive (WFD) water quality targets for Good Status, due to
high phosphate levels which impact on the river’s ecological
health (invertebrates, fi sh and diatoms).

• Multiple suspected causes of pollution contribute to poor
water quality. These include agricultural sources, golf
courses, sewage discharge, and sewer misconnections.
The airport used to be a problem but this was addressed
in the 1990s.

• The variety of potential pollution sources and their dispersed
nature means the Ouseburn is perceived as a complex and
challenging waterbody which is very diffi cult to address.

• Water quality and drainage pressures on the catchment are
expected to increase, with over 6000 new homes planned
and around 130 ha (1.3 km2) of business developments
proposed by 2030. OUR EVIDENCE AND MEASURES APPROACH

• A number of partners, committed to working together as the
Tyne Catchment Partnership, agreed to contribute to and seek
funding for a project to trial a new Evidence and Measures
approach to improving water quality in complex catchments.

• The project covers the whole of the Ouseburn catchment,
but partners agreed early on in the project to focus just on
phosphate as the main water quality issue.

• The approach involves the use of a variety of existing data
sources, rather than commissioning new surveys. Data are
collated and interpreted prior to two workshops at which
stakeholders consider fi rst the evidence for pollution
sources, and then the measures needed to address or
understand these.

• Between July 2014 and May 2015, the lead partner (Tyne
Rivers Trust) worked with others to gather existing information
about phosphate inputs to the river over the past 25 years.
These data were analysed by our consultants pjHydro and
rUKhydro and used to inform two workshops held a few
weeks apart in summer 2015.
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