Ouseburn Co-ordination Meeting

19th November 2015, 10am, City of Newcastle Golf Course


Present
Susan Mackirdy (TRT), Graeme Hull (Environment Agency), Abi Mansley (TRT), John Robinson (Newcastle City Council), Shona Holland, Lucy Mo, Maria Hardy, Kane Davison (Environment Agency), Andrew Holmes (North Tyneside Council), Kelly Graham (Newcastle City Council), Ellis Furlong (Northumbrian Water Group), Steve Lowe & Sarah Beeson (Northumberland Wildlife Trust), Vicky Cuthbertson, Michele MacCallam & Lesley Silvera (Groundwork NE & Cumbria)


Introduction & background
We last met in March 2015.  There are lots of projects and development happening in the Ouseburn area.  Today’s meeting is about reporting back and updating, and ensuring we are all co-ordinated as much as possible. 

River Restoration Project presentation – Shona Holland (EA) & Groundwork
The project is about river and wetland habitat creation through river re-profiling and reconnecting floodplains.  The need for this project came from the WFD status, which the Ouseburn currently fails, as well as being highly modified.  The project is funded through WFD funding as well as FCRM funding.  A board has been established and Groundwork are the delivery partner.  

It is a 2-year project, 2016 – 2018, with initial allocations in the Medium Term Plan.  10ha of habitat will be created, concentrating on the upper Ouseburn (east of the A1).  By late December the site plans need to be ‘sifted’; and further developed by the end of February, with maps and designs by the end of March.  At the moment Groundwork are gathering data and meeting stakeholders (individuals and groups).  

The Board includes Northumbrian Water, Newcastle City Council and the Environment Agency, as well as other stakeholders.  Action all: send Groundwork any useful contacts.  The EA is going to send a letter out to landowners & tenants in the project area, to introduce the river restoration project.  

Groundwork started a discussion item by asking: what would success look like, by 2020?  A wide-ranging discussion followed, (which quickly moved into the topic of planning & development): 
· The River having space to move, re-meander, with habitats – there is currently ‘space’ pressure in the development areas, need a buffer space between river and development.  Also space for people – because otherwise we see an under-representation of pollution incident reporting in inaccessible / rural places – people can’t value a river if they can’t access it.  This brings in wider community benefits.  It is also about the water quality itself (and invertebrate numbers).  
· Within the 2016 – 2018 timescale it will be important to work with developers upstream of Brunton Bridge.  Can the Water Ranger scheme be put in place before development? 
· 2020 feels very short term as the Planning documents look ahead to 2030, and pressure will continue on the river after 2020.  If we need a river buffer zone, we need evidence or information to support that need.  This area is in Newcastle’s Local Plan as an opportunity area.  
· There is a need to engage with landowners and developers early so that green and blue infrastructure can be incorporated.  Developers work to different timescales.  We need to be proactive about our mitigation measures / wildlife corridors etc.  Simply responding to planning consultations is sometimes not helpful, we need the basic principles in the beginning.  We plan to involve developers and landowners in the “planning & development task and finish group” (all are welcome)[footnoteRef:1] for the Ouseburn, which we will hold in early January.  Note: the Duke is a big landowner in this area [1:  Current invitees : 
N Tyneside Council : Andrew Holmes or Claire Dobinson-Booth (strategic planning), Maxine Ingram (large scale planning applications), Andy Burnett (role involves highways, surface water etc), Rachel Watts (green infrastructure), Kevin Ridpath (Network Manager; lead local flood authority contact), Martin Craddock, Jackie Hunter (biodiversity / ecology)
Newcastle City Council: Derek Hilton-Brown (ecologist / green infrastructure), Kath Lawless (Head of Planning) or Gillian Reed or Sarah Davitt (good links with N Tyneside) or Kelly Graham (leads on flood issues in the local plan), John Robinson (surface water / highways issues as well as lead local flood authority contact), Daren Varley
Environment Agency: Cameron Sked & Lucy Mo
Tyne Rivers Trust: Susan Mackirdy
Groundwork NE & Cumbria: Michelle MacCallum
Northumbrian Water: Laura Clegg
] 

· We need a clear vision so we give a clear message to developers.  It would be good to have this agreed between us, in writing by the end of March.  
· There are lots of background studies / green infrastructure reports etc. (e.g. Entec), but the detail needs to be readable and not too much information.  Perhaps this needs reviewing and circulating.  
· The Masterplan is difficult to influence
· If we are engaging with developers we need to start with the benefits for them – that space is dual purpose, an opportunity for sustainable drainage.  There was a recent Northumbrian Water day-seminar about SUDs and sustainable drainage including consultants, developers, and legal people.  We need a lead to communicate all this.  A training day would be useful, including development management officers from local authorities, to skill people up.  
· Wildlife doesn’t necessarily like linear corridors, but also needs other links, like woodland.  With habitat creation schemes and SUDs there is an issue about long-term maintenance and management.  Also the species need to be native.  (There is a link here to Save Gosforth Wildlife’s idea for fruit trees as a community investment)
· There has been an ecosystems services report written for the Northumberland Lowlands & Coasts LNP (now merging with the Three Rivers LNP).  As a vision we need something like an infrastructure which allows an integrated approach into the future, and including cross-boundary issues.  
· Noted that Natural England were unable to send a representative here today.  The Ouseburn area is not a CSF area, which otherwise would bring in inducements for rural landowners) – however NE are able to offer farms advice

Action: Steve Lowe circulate the Ecosystems Services report written for the LNP?
Action: TRT ensure that planners / developers / landowners / Save Gosforth Wildlife are invited to the training day (discuss this further at the task-and-finish group on the 7th Jan).  Post meeting note from 7th January Planning & Development Task and Finish Group meeting: It was felt the timing wasn’t right to do this now, but this idea could be useful when the current contentious development proposals are sorted.  


Evidence & Measures update
Abi Mansley gave a presentation which can be downloaded from here www.tynecatchment.org/ouseburn-co-ordination-meeting/ 

The Evidence & Measures project approach is innovative and as partners we are leading the way on addressing the issues on complex urban waterbodies.  Susan has met with Victor Aguilera from Defra (who leads on the Evidence & Measures team) and he is delighted we are seeing the project through to delivery – something which previous iterations have struggled with. 

We need to integrate the biodiversity and the restoration.  

We need to reach out others – local people, developers, visitors, land managers – and bring everybody on board.

Planning and Development update

John Robinson presented on the Surface Water Management Plan.  This is out for consultation.
· Newcastle and Gateshead have a joint Surface Water Management Plan already in place which covers the period through to 2030.  
· Newcastle and Gateshead’s core strategy and urban core plan was adopted in March 2015
· Newcastle has enabled the “Community Infrastructure Levy” (CIL)?
· Some planning applications for the Ouseburn area are already in pre-app stage.  For example at Callerton which is a split site (Lower and East Middle, with 1,500 homes proposed and 2,500 sqft retail space) and is part of the wider Callerton Neighbourhood Growth Area.  
· SE of Callerton Village and West Middle Callerton
· Lower Callerton and East Middle Callerton  (most of Lower Callerton is just outside of the river catchment)
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We noted that the Tyne Rivers Trust and the Northumberland Wildlife Trust could usefully be on the consultation list for sites that affect the river corridor.   Action: Kelly Graham will check who is on the consultation list for developments and raise awareness with the relevant officers about other bodies here today to add to the list.  

Andrew Holmes presented on North Tyneside’s Local Plan.  The timescale is 2 years behind Newcastle City Council’s [footnoteRef:2] but will effectively be a core strategy and a local plan in one.  The government have set a deadline for local authorities to have a plan in place by 2017 or one will be imposed on them.  This (until 14th December 2015) is the final chance to make comments before a public inquiry (late May 2016), and examination in public for objectors (Sept / Oct 2016) and adoption (early March 2017).  [footnoteRef:3] [2:  Newcastle City Council have a joint core strategy (a higher level document) in partnership with Gateshead Council www.newcastle.gov.uk/planning-and-buildings/planning-policy/core-strategy-and-urban-core-plan ]  [3:  Note : Northumberland County Council are at a similar stage / timescale as North Tyneside] 


With a Plan the borough is stronger, because otherwise sites may be won on appeal by developers e.g. White House Farm.  

The Plan looks at population growth up until 2032 and where to put employment land and housing.  There are plans for 17,388 new homes (25% of which will be affordable) – although 7,000 of these already have planning permission.  20% of the area will stay as green belt and 25% of the area will stay as open space.  Only 7% of the borough will be built on.  There is a map in the document.  Chapter8 is about the natural environment. 

N Tyneside have done a master-planning exercise with developers, which has a separate ‘concept’ plan stage (see image below).  Also some flood risk assessments and outlined areas suitable for SUDS and green open space.  Developers know they need to work together.  

The Killingworth & Letches scheme is going on – with reed-beds and attenuation areas. Longbenton Letch 2018 / 2019. 
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Cameron Sked had also sent through a presentation about Planning and the Ouseburn which Susan Mackirdy talked through as best she could.  Two key points were:
· That sites in neighbourhood growth areas are master-planned together, regardless of ownership
· Developers are already submitting individual planning applications, e.g. the W and Middle Callerton – the EA have objected because a wider master-plan is not in place.  This site is a EA / Local Authority priority for flood plain restoration, flood risk reduction and WFD benefits
· A comprehensive master-plan has yet to be submitted to Newcastle Council, and that consultation would be a good opportunity for Ouseburn stakeholders to influence
· [bookmark: _GoBack]There are potential links to a growth-ready approach (a project Lucy Mo was involved with in Teesside – about taking a more proactive, enabling approach to identifying environmental constraints in growth areas)

We all noted we need strong leadership on this topic of planning and development.

Ouseburn Vision
We need to collate our thoughts from the discussions earlier today, which include elements of a) a whole drainage plan b) space for the river / space for people c) wildlife and d) good water quality. 

Action: Susan Mackirdy to draft up a vision for the Ouseburn, and circulate it.  If this could be signed up to within our own organisations in the next few months it would be a great step forwards.  

Noted: there are two visions to draw upon – a previous draft that Maria Hardy started working on, and some emerging good practice from the Three Rivers LNP.  

Key next steps
It has been really useful to talk about all the projects in one session, and we need to continue with that, in order to have a joint voice.  In order to make the best use of our time, perhaps the next meeting should be a whole day, perhaps in March, including an element of a training day or workshop for planners / colleagues / members etc.  One topic would be Green Infrastructure benefits, for future communities.  Key that we need to present ourselves as one project.  

Noted: that Natural England are missing today, as well as colleagues from Development Control.  Are there also links to the Blue-Green Cities project & Newcastle University?  We also need to include the local community, having spoken to them first, perhaps at the next step after March.  

Brunton Park Flood Alleviation Scheme (FAS)
Paul Davison (Project Manager) from Northumbrian Water gave a presentation on the scheme at Brunton Park, in advance of the site visit.  
· In September 2008 the estate flooded 
· The traditional solutions of storage / pumping station were not the preferred option
· The project was to move the river to allow an area for a swale or SUDs basin
· This will protect ~100 properties (74 in the 1-in-100 year flood zone and 62 on NWL’s properties at risk from flooding from the drainage network)
· The project only became possible because of a golf course designer
· A storage tank for foul waste has been built on Lincoln Green which is 450 cubic metres, (14m deep and 7.5m in diameter)
· 400m of channel has been re-aligned
· A new 250m flood wall has been built
· There is 7,000 cubic metres of surface water storage (SUDS)
· And creation of up to 0.5ha new water-dependent habitat (wet woodland and willow)
· The EA commissioned the ecological report which highlighted possible constraints and enhancement possibilities
· The cost has been £7.76million (of which the EA has contributed £825,000 and Newcastle City Council £100,000).  
· Problems encountered included lenses of sands and silts with a high water table.  A clay plug had to be constructed and seeded (using coir matting)
· The project is currently at the end of construction phase 1.  This means 75% of the new channel and flood embankment are complete together with the associated landscaping.  Phase 2 will run from March 2016 – June 2016.  Phase 2 involve earthworks (excavating the SUDS channel, completing the Ouseburn channel and the flood embankment / wall, diverting the surface water outfall and final landscaping)
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